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Press preview: Thursday, 20.1.2022, 11 am. Konstantin Grcic is present. 

With Konstantin Grcic, Haus am Waldsee invites one of the most internationally 
renowned, award-winning industrial designers to a first institutional solo exhibition 
in Berlin in early 2022. This will continue a series that has presented outstanding 
positions in architecture and design since 2007, including „Full House - Designers 
in Berlin“ (2007), Werner Aisslinger (2013), Haus-Rucker-Co (2015), Stefanie Hering 
(2015/16), and most recently Barkow Leibinger (2020). Grcic develops so called “New 
Normals“ by using his own creations as well as everyday objects. Whilst these reflect 
upon our present, they also explore the diverse possibilities of the future – utopian as 
well as dystopian.
 
In our everyday lives, we often find objects and rituals that seem quite self-evident but 
would have been barely comprehensible a short time ago: A smartphone on a desk hardly 
seems remarkable to us today but this flat object would represent an inexplicable enigma 
for visitors from the past. In this way, our respective new realities are repeatedly changed 
by the objects as well as the behaviours attached to them, and our lives are constantly 
transformed by their use and their increasing everyday nature. 

In his creative practice as a designer, Konstantin Grcic has always devoted himself to 
these future-oriented designs of our present and anticipated possible new contempora-
ry states in his furniture and objects. In doing so, he actively shifts the conceivable and 
transforms it into a designable sphere. Grcic‘s futuristic-looking chairs, armchairs, tables, 
lamps, shelves and other objects impressively demonstrate: the future cannot be known 
- but it can be designed. Thus, his designs not only take on a new form, but also point to 
other, possible, new worlds in which these objects could unfold their potential. Grcic‘s 
designs thus shift our perspective from the existing to the coming. 

For the exhibition, Konstantin Grcic creates gateways of the speculative imagination that 
point to a future in which other constellations of living and working together are being 
tried out. In scenarios and spatial environments that appear like fragments of this new li-
ving world, the viewers are confronted with their own ideas of the future: What references 
to one‘s own life, to expectations of the future can be read from these scenarios? What 



new ways of looking at the present result from these constellations? By recombining fa-
miliar materials and objects from Grcic‘s body of work, “New Normals“ are created – anti-
cipations of one of the many futures that could await us, thus sharpening our view of our 
present and the role that the design of our everyday life plays in it.   

Complex, often radical solutions for everyday objects have been developed for over thirty 
years. Konstantin Grcic became known for his industrial objects for everyday life in the 
1990s. Among other things, he created chairs, tables, clothes racks and wastepaper bas-
kets. Objects such as the mobile lamp “Mayday“ (1999) and “Chair One“ (2004), a chair 
consisting of a lattice structure cast from aluminium on a concrete base, became world-
famous design classics.

Konstantin Grcic (*1965, Munich) was trained as a cabinet maker at the John Makepeace 
School for Craftsmen in Wood in Dorset, England, before studying design at the Royal 
College of Art in London. He founded his own office in Munich in 1991. Today he lives and 
works in Berlin. Grcic‘s work has been showcased in numerous solo exhibitions, including 
Haus der Kunst, Munich (2006); Art Institute of Chicago (2009); Vitra Design Museum, 
Weil am Rhein (2015) and Kunsthalle Bielefeld (2016). His creations have found their way 
into prestigious design collections such as the Museum of Modern Art, New York; Victoria 
and Albert Museum, London or the Centre Georges-Pompidou, Paris.

Curated by: Ludwig Engel, Anna Himmelsbach und Konstantin Grcic

Catalogue: An exhibition catalogue will be published by Verlag der Buchhandlung Wal-
ther König, including an interview between the two curators and Konstantin Grcic, with 
photographs by Florian Böhm.

High-res images are available in the press section on our website. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any questions.
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The exhibition is rendered possible through:    

Haus am Waldsee is supported by the Bezirksamt Steglitz-Zehlendorf – Amt für Weiter-
bildung und Kultur, Fachbereich Kultur and the Berliner Senatsverwaltung für Kultur und 
Europa.
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